THE VETERINARY 


AH Weekly Journal 


for the profession. 


No. 


SATURDAY, 


JUNE 30, 1894. Vor. VI. 


County Councm Verermary Lectures. 


It is not surprising that the opinion of practitioners 
should differ as to the value of lectures given to 
stock-owners by veterinary surgeons. The man who 
could not lecture if he would, and would not if he 
could, naturally sees little to admire in the elocution 
of the man with different tastes and acquirements. 
The practitioners of a district may also be pardoned 
if they feel a little annoyed when the County Council 
select a stranger to come and teach the stock owners 
and clients residing around. Possibly, too, some 
personal feeling may be aroused when a resident 
practitioner is selected from amongst four or five in 
the districts and afforded an opportunity for gaining 
some notoriety under the auspices of the local 
authority. 

It must be allowed that all these conditions pre- 
vail in difterent districts, but it cannot be expected 
that County Councils will acknowledge them as 
reasons for doing away with all technical instruction 
concerning live-stock. Stupidity and ignorance are 
the two great obstacles to more frequent and early 
application for veterinary assistance, and they are 
the only rational explanations of the wide-spread 
trust in quackery. It is altogether to the advantage 
of trained and intelligent veterinarians that owners 
of stock should be taught something about animals in 
health and disease. We ought to be the last men to 
object to the technical instruction of farmers, 
and when that instruction is given by veterinarians 
we surely ought to encourage it. There are plenty of 
demands upon the funds entrusted to Technical 
Education Committees, and if we object to veterinary 
teaching the authorities may easily find other 


directions in which the money may be expended. 


They may also have Physiology, Hygiene, etc. taught 
by men not in our profession, and then we should be 
in a worse position than ever. ; 

It is possible to imagine a set of lectures delivered 
by a veterinary surgeon which may do no good and 


some harm. This depends entirely upon the way 
@ man handles his subject. If a lecturer be so 


foolish as to imagine his duty is to try and teach an 


audience in three or four lectures how to doctor their 


own animals, he certainly’ may do harm—harm to 
his audience, to their cattle and to his profession. 
If, on the other hand, he endeavours to give such 
instruction that his hearers may avoid the more 
glaring faults of management, that they may form 
some rational ideas as to what lameness and disease 
really are, that they may understand that drugs 
require selection and care for use in each case, he 
will do good to his hearers and to his profession. 
The only injury he can then do is to the business of 


the quack. It is quite possible for County Councils 


to select the wrong man, and to entrust their instruc- 
tion to a practitioner quite incapable of using the 
occasion. Local men have the remedy in their own 
hands. They are ratepayers, and their vote and 
influence may be used to remedy any evil. Their 
arguments must however recognise that the Council 
give instruction for the good of stock-owners and not 
for the benefit of veterinarians. Complaint may be 
made that a grant is not being properly applied—it 
is distinctly well applied when the owners of stock 
are given useful information. 


AMATEUR ADVISERS. 


On another page will be found a letter on swine fever 
copied from The Bridgwater Mercury. Who Mr. George 
Cordwent may be we know not, but his letter strongly 
reminds us of the rubbish that used to fill provincial 
papers in the days of the cattle-plague. It is curious to 
note the fascination which pathology presents to some 
minds, and the variety of ways in which the victim 
behaves under its influence. Sometimes his mania is 
evinced by constant attempts to doctor the ailments of 
his friends, sometimes he logically physics himself. 
Perhaps the most amusing course is that opened to him 
by the local press. He there discusses the nature of 
disease, suggests remedies, contradicts the views of men 
who have made the subject a special study, and generally 
displays a fullness of conceit and ignorance which is quite 
stupendous. 

Mr. Cordwent on swine- fever is a fine example of crass 
ignorance. He suggests a little experiment to test the 
infectivity of the disease and settles the point by the 
assertion “I am convinced infection would not result,”’ 
lt never seems to occur to him that he should make the 
experiment before stating the result, or that other 
people have made experiments before forming their con. 
clusions. He believes in the spontaneous generation of 
microbes, and that they result from changes of diseased 
tissues but do not induce disease; “they are resul- 
tant not causative.” Unfortunately Mr. Cordwent is 
a bury man or he would, through the pages of The 
Bridgweter Mercury, correct some of the errors of Pas- 
teur. He says “A multitude of examples showin 
microbes to be resultant, not causative, would be sta 
if I had now leisure.” Perhaps Mr, Cordwent is 
sufficiently well known in Somerset to prevent his letter 
from doing any harm, but the editors of papers should 
decline to publish stupid twaddle which may influence 
even one solitary owner of pigs at a time when swine 
fever is taxing the energies of Government and costing 
the country an immense sum of money. It is too late in 
the day to be discussing whether swine fever is infectious. 
All the positive knowledge we have on the question 
should be disseminated, so that the owner of swine may 
willingly co-operate with the authorities in stamping it 
out. The task is a heavy one, and will not be lightened 
by the suggestions of men who dream instead of observe 


and who theorise instead of experiment. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


AN IMPROVED APPARATUS FOR THE 
ADMINISTRATION OF CHLOROFORM TO 
HORSES. 

By Jno. A. W. Dotxar, M.R.C.V.S. 


I note with pleasure the article by Mr. Wallis 
Hoare on an improved chloroform apparatus in last 
week’s Record and only desire to supplement his 
testimony in its favour by a few short remarks. 

The first is that the apparatus therein described 
(which is a modification of Junker’s inhaler) was in- 
vented and used by Mr. R. H. Clarke, formerly of 
Redhill, and now of Westwood, Thanet, in 1888, 
that is, some six years ago. I should conclude that 
at the time Mr. Hoare wrote his article he was un- 
aware ofthe fact, though Mr. Krohne, who introduced 
the apparatus to him, must have known of it. The 
circumstance is worth recording, because other per- 
sons reading the description might imagine that the 
idea originated with Messrs. Krohne and Sesemann 
or even with Mr. Hoare himself. 

The truth is that the apparatus was especially 
gg for special work, and though I described it to 

r. Krohne at least two and a-half years ago I did 
not suggest its general applicability in veterinary 
practice. On the contrary, when Mr. Krohne had 
made a trial apparatus I pointed out to him its weak 
pomts, viz., its complicated character, its chance of 

ing broken, its requiring a special person to work 
it, its liability to freeze up and therefore the necessity 
for a hot water jacket, and lastly its greatly increased 
cost. Mr. Krohne pressed me to go down to the 
country with him to kill a horse by its means, but I 
refused as I considered that a horse could not be 
killed by it in a reasonable time, and that he would 

reviously require to be cast—a belief that Mr. 
tohne did not entertain at that time. I have 
reason to suppose that he has since modified his 


It is unfortunate that Mr. Hoare devotes so small 
a proportion of his paper to a description of the) 
‘* Improved apparatus,’ but 1 may be permitted to 
explain the original one and point out why it took 
that form. 

At the time of the great ‘‘ roaring’’ episode Mr. 
Clarke was employed, amongst other things, in 
measuring the capacity of the horse’s chest, the re- 
spective amounts of the tidal, residual and com- 
plemental air etc., and for this purpose he had a 
muzzle made which fitted tightly round the face and 
had two short metal cylinders at the bottom. Wide 
rubber tubes could be attached to these, leading to 
two large macintosh bags, from one of which the air 
was inspired and into the other of which it was er- 
pired. A valve was arranged inside which closed 
either tube at will. 

At a further stage of the investigation this muzzle 
was found very useful in connection with measuring 


the chloroform required to produce any given stage 


of anesthesia. The animal was allowed to inspire 
air containing a known percentage of chloroform 
through the one tube and to expire it through the 


other cr, whilst one tube was open chicroform vapour . 


was supplied through the other. 

But the real necessity for the added complication 
of a bellows and chloroform vessel arose in this way. 
Mr. Clarke’s operations (for description see Veterinary 
Record, April 12th, 1890, April 19th, 1890) generally 
necessitated opening the larynx, and in some cases. 
performing tracheotomy. It was then found 
extremely convenient to first produce anesthesia in 
the usual way, and after tracheotomy to continue it. 
by administering chloroform vapour through the 
tracheotomy tube. This could, of course, only be 
done by supplying the vapour at a positive pressure 
during inspiration. It will be clear that when the 
larynx was open it was impossible for the horse to: 
draw air through a sponge soaked in chloroform and. 
fixed in front of his nostrils, because it would always. 
have passed more freely through the wound in the 
larynx. To ensure its being received therefore the- 
chloroform vapour had to be pumped towards the 
tracheal opening—hence the need for bellows. 

The chloroform was contained in a tall glass jar 
standing in a pail of warm water and furnished with 
an inlet tube reaching the bottom, and an outlet tube- 
starting from the top. The bellows were worked by 
the foot. 

In conclusion I may say that for general work I 
have found nothing to act better or to be more gener- 
ally effective and convenient than Mr. Roalfe Cox’s. 
somewhat primitive canvas tube with a draw purse 
string at either end, in which a sponge damped with 
chloroform is placed. It uses rather more chloro- 
form than the now popular ‘“asphyxiator’’ of Car- 
lisle, but I want real anesthesia as a rule, not asphy- 
xiation, and I am perfectly certain that operations 


lasting two or three hours cannot be safely conducted © 


by means of the latter. 

‘Wath Mr. Hoare’s statement that “it would be 
almost a matter of impossibility to kill a horse with 
this apparatus (i.e. Clarke’s) in any reasonable period. 
of time’’ I quite agree, and I will add that I think 
Clarke’s the safest apparatus at present in use, though 
I once had the misfortune to kill a patient with it- 


after an operation lasting nearly four hours where 
‘deep (third stage) anwsthesia was maintained 
throughout. But if the “pure vapour” (i.e. of 


chloroform) be given I can assure Mr. Hoare that 
death will result in something less than three 
minutes with primary arrest of respiration. In mak- 
ing this statement I am speaking of results gained by 
actual experiment and am not theorising, but | take 
it that by “‘ pure vapour’’ Mr. Hoare means not pure 
vaporised chloroform but only air saturated with 
chloroform at the existent temperature and pressure. 


Treatment for Warts. 
A correspondent writes: “I have for years used 


treacle (golden syrup) for warts, smeared on and left as- 


long as possible ; it requires getienes, taking some time 
for removal, but it is safe an 
cows teats, put on after each milk.—P.P.” 


harmless, particularly for 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


The annual dinner of the Army Veterinary De- 
partment was held at the Holborn Restaurant on 
Friday, the 22nd instant, and the following officers 
were present: Veterinary-Colonel J. D. Lambert, 
C.B., Director-General ; Veterinary-Lieutenant- 
Colonels G. A. Oliphant, W. B. Walters, C.B., 
W. A. Russell, C. Phillips ; Veterinary-Majors J. 
Kettle, J. Reilly, J. Hammond, B. L. Glover, G. 
Durrant, J. A. Woods, R. Rowe, J. W. Evans, 
J. Burton, 8. Longhurst ; Veterinary-Captains T. 
Flintoff, F. Smith, D. C. Pallin, R. Pringle, T. A. 
Killick, J. B. Savage, F. Raymond, J. T. Dibben, 
J. Finlayson, F. Joslen; Veterinary-Lieutenants 
T. Marriott, E. R. C. Butler, G. C. O. Fowler, J. A. 
Meredith and F. 8. H. Baldrey. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


LECTURES ON HORSE TREATMENT AT 
IPSWICH. 


Under the auspices of the Technical Instruction Com- 
mittee of the East Suffolk County Council a series of 
five veterinary lectures has been arranged to take place 
in Ipswich. The lecturer is Mr. P. Cowan, M.R.C.V.S., 
Colchester. The first was given last week at Alexander’s 
stable yard, Arcade Street, and dealt with the examina- 
tion of horses as to soundness, age, and height, and 
external imperfections. The second lecture, which was 
delivered last Tuesday, dealt with selection for breeding 
purposes. The remaining three lectures will deal with 
cattle, sheep, and pigs. 

Last Tuesday's lecture was attended by a company of 
between thirty and forty. Two mares were brought for 
practical demonstration. In selection of brood mares 
the lecturer said they should look for a thin flat head, 
not heavy in the jaw, and prominent eyes. A mare with 
a small eye had invariably a vicious temperament. Let 
them also see if the top teeth overlapped the lower teeth, 
the fault commonly known as parrot mouth, which was 
hereditary. It interfered with grazing on short feed. To 
judge whether a mare was symmetrical take the measure- 
ment from eyeto eye. Double that should be the length 
of the head and three times the length of the head 
should be the length of the body. The muscular develop- 
ment from the back of the ear to the shoulder should be 
‘very strong, because upon that depended largely the 
drawing power of the animal. The neck should be long 
and deep, with heavy shoulder, and firmness and width 
of chest. There should be great breadth of kuee, with 
large flat bone measuring at least lin, under the knee. 
This would leave room for the development of the 
muscles and the tendons. The feet should be wide. 
Speaking of the need of a good back and ribs, the lec- 
turer observed that the fault of the Clydesdales was the 
shortness of their ribs, which rendered them liable to 
colic. The tail should be almost in a line with the 
centre of the back. Without great depth of thigh no 
mare was of much use for breeding purposes, and a 
square strong back was desirable. Ifa horse was well 
bred it showed fine silky hair. Animals with hair that 
felt like cocoanut fibre he recomended them to have 
nothing to do with. In the choice of the sire he advised 


them always to breed from the best, which would be the 
cheapest in the long run. He wished farmers were se 
cured by law against breeding from unsound horses, by 
an enactment that no horse should be allowed to travel 
the country without a veterinary certificate for sound- 
ness signed by three disinterested veterinary surgeons. 
The pampering of sires was injudicious and often no 
foals were producec. As to causes of abortion the drink- 
ing of cold water on a cold morning, labourers riding 
sideways on the weakest part of the back and occasion- 
ally giving the mare a kick to make her move quicker, 
letting her scamper about a field with colts, occasionally 
causing a fall, were enumerated, but the lecturer said 
the subject was not yet fully understood. To prevent 
septic germs affecting the foal before birth he recom- 
mended a cord saturated in carbolic oil suspended about 
four inches from the mare’s body. Clean, well-drained, 
and roomy loose boxes were a preventive of navel ill and 
joint ill, the remedying of which he recommended a cool 
lotiuou, and the administering of salicylate of soda to 
eradicate the germs from the system. In rearing colts 
it is customary to wean them after five or six months. 
It was a mistake after that to let them rough it. It was 
the habit of a friend of his to allow his colts a quarter of 
a pail of milk a day. They must take care, tov, not to 
starve the colt. As to feeding generally, many farmers 
sold the best corn and kept the worst to feed their horses, 
That was mistaken economy. He recommended a diet 
consisting of 1 cwt. wheat, 1 cwt. white peas, 1 ewt, oats, 
and } cwt. linseed. A hundredweight of that mixture 
would cost little more than the price of corn, Many 
farmers turned their horses out to grass at this season 
without giving them food. That was a mistake. He 
recommeuded the administering of a table spoonful of a 
mixture of one pound of sulphate of iron to seven of 
salts, so that each horse received one to two ounces per 
week, Ifa colt did not seem thrifty let it have a table 
spoonful of cod liver oil daily, which was not only 
nourishing, but stimulated appetite and allayed irrita- 
tion. The harness of horses should be dry. If damp it 
was apt to cause s»re shoulders, For a lotion in such 
cases he recommended one ounce of strong sulphuric 
acid and 3lb. of powdered alum in a gallon of water. 
Many horses after the shoulders were chilled and the 
back had heen chilled had an itching of the skin. In 
that case administer bran-mash, followed by a dose of 
physic 4 to6 drachms, according to size and strength, 
afterwards applying locally with a sponge a mixture of 
2 oz. of saltpetre dissolved with half a pint of vinegar. 
Before turning colts out for the summer a tendency to 
rub themselves against posts in consequence of irritation 
might be noticed. From whatever that might arise let 
them apply a mixture of 8 oz, black sulphur with 8 oz. 
flour of sulphur, one pound oil of tar, and one gallon 
sweet oil to the roots of the hair, down the mane, down 
the back, and also the tail. This would keep the animal 
from being tormented by flies. As to stable manage- 
ment, if they found a horse dull and coughing, with a 
thickness in his legs, let him be isolated at once, as these 
might be symptoms of strangles, cold or influenza. Then 
scald a pint of linseed with a gallon of boiling water, and 
when it was lukewarm add two teaspooofuls of flour of 
sulphur and the same of nitre, and mix with half a peck 
of bran. That would remove the existing cause if due 
to cold and allay any sympathetic fever. If the symp- 
toms did not abate send for a veterinary surgeon. For 
paleness of the mouth due to worms he recummended 
two oz. of the sulphate of iron and salt preparation daily 
for a week. 
” saeeiae to the previous week’s lecture Mr. H. F. 
Harwood asked what was the general cause of ringbone. 
The lecturer said it must be hereditary or the result of 
concussion from the hard road, Ifa horse was badly 


shod it would produce it. In answer to other questions 
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he stated that he did not consider he had prescribed too 
a a quantity of wheat in the food mixture he sugges- 

. He was in favour of carrots being used for horse 
food in season. He ran over the points of a horse in re- 
gard to soundness, and concluded by repeating his con- 
viction that unsound sires should not be allowed to travel. 
—Suffolk Chronicle. 


THE SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF 
CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


This Society has a most laudable and important 
mission, and its functions are diversified and widespread. 
Although the present is fittingly described as a kindly 
age in which humane enterprises abound, and much is 
done to help both men and animals who cannot help 
themselves, civilised man still exhibits some of the traits 
of cruelty which characterised his primeval ancestors, 
and which survive untrammelled in many barbarous 
races, Children frequently present a notable love of 
destruction ; boys delight in dismembering flies ; young 
men rejoice in rat catching and cat hunting; a French 
philosopher with considerable truth declares that the 
average Englishman is never so happy as when he goes 
forth to kill some unoffending dumb creature. Nearly 
every variety of so-called sport—whether fishing, shoot- 
ing, fox, deer, or other hunting—presents some inter- 
mixture of cruelty. While human nature continues to 
manifest these inherent destructive tendencies, there 
should be ample field for the services of Societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals. 

The general principles which guide their operations 
are admirable. They rightly endeavour to protect all 
animals from unnecessary wanton malicious injury. 
They seek to prevent horses—old, ailing, lame, or injured 
—from being worked beyond their powers. They take 
action against persons who neglect, starve, or otherwise 
abuse animals. Like other public and private parties, 
they have tried to improve the transport of animals by 
land and sea ; but a good deal still remains to be doue in 
minimising the gross and preventible cruelty to which 
cattle are still subjected on board ship, and nowhere 
more frequently and seriously than on the boats engaged 
in the Irish traffic. To such a subject as this the 
Society might very properly direct their energies. Most 
large towns now make public provision for the watering 
of horses and other animals, and humanity enjoins that 
such good service should be everywhere insisted on. In 
meddling with such matters as the dockiug of horses and 
dishorning of cattle, the Society was actuated by benevo- 
lent sentiment rather than by common sense or the true 
welfare of the lower animals. Before entering upon 
such crusades, it would be well to obtain the views of 
veterinarians and comparative pathologists. 

The National Veterinary Society, at their recent 
meeting in London, took cognisance of a department 
of the Prevention Society’s work which has been carried 
out with more zeal than discretion, namely, the stopping 
of horses worked while stiff or lame, and presumed to be 
consequently suffering pain, and the summoning of the 
owners before a magistrate. Some horses are un- 
doubtedly sent to work with harness injuries, lameness, 
and other ailments which cause or aggravate pain when 
the animals are moved, and such cases should certainly 
be stopped. But, even in these, is a prosecution neces- 
sary? For a first so-called offence, should not a warning 
from a competent officer of the Society suffice? Es- 

jially should such leniency be extended to cases where 

orses become suddenly lame in the performance of their 
ordinary work. 

A notable proportion of the cases taken summarily to 
Court have been stopped by policemen and inspectors 


who have no knowledge of lameness, and cannot be ex- 
pected to recognise whether an unusual or faulty gait is 
an evidence of pain ; and once a Society’s case has bee 
initiated, it requires much labour and tact to stay its 
course. But do all, or indeed the majority of men who 
walk with stiffened juints, or dragging limb, or marked 
halt, experience pain? Certainly not. Yet the daily 
duties of hard-worked horses are specially liable to 
cause chronic abnormalities, a good many of which are 
fortunately, however, unaccompanied by pain. Practical 
veterinarians recognise this. Not infrequently a horse 
that may have been rested for some _ time 
during a more acute stage of lameness, as a 
curative measure is ordered to be put to regular steady 
work. But the Society’s lay inspectors, innocent of 
anatomical or pathological knowledge, are apt to spot 
such a subject and report him. The driver and owner 
are summoned, and if the case happens to be taken to 
one of the Metropolitan Police Courts, the horse is 
also in attendance, the magistrate views him, and 
although possessed of no technical knowledge or exper- 
ience, sets aside the best professional evidence, sustains 
the views of the Society’s emissaries, and imposes a fine 
Such miscarriage of justice is not uncommon. No won- 
der that veterinarians complain when their carefully 
formed opinions, corroborated as they frequently are by 
practitioners of good standing unconnected with the case, 
are stultified by lay authority. 

The Council of the Society would be wise to curb the 
zeal of their servants in endeavouring to pile up convic- 
tions. A few unwilling contributors subscribe to the 
Society in the hope of propitiating the officials and 
tempering their ardour to make examples of so called 
offenders : but the majority of respectable horse-owners,. 
cognisant of the meddling, ignorant, and petti-fogging 
system which pervades thisdepartment of the Society’s 
work, hold aloof from it, weaken its iuflnence by ex- 
posing its blunders, ard with considerable truth declare 
that, while the Society is instituted for the beneficent 
purpose of preventing cruelty to animals, its officials are 
allowed to perpetrate cruelty on hard-working, often 
poor men, by taking them to Court, and having them. 
fined for using horses which competent veterinarians 


aver ace perfectly fit for the service for which they are. 


employed, and suffer no pain in its performance.—North 
British Agriculturist. 


THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND 
SWINE FEVER. 


Mr. J. S. Tucker, chairman of the Contagious Diseases. 


(Animals) Committee of Cornwall County Council was 
one of a deputation representing various parts of 
England, which waited upon the Minister of Agriculture 


(Mr. Herbert Gardner) in London on Tuesday to discuss. 


the question of swine fever. Mr, Tucker, in presenting 
the resolutions Paps by hiscommittee on the subject, 
pointed out an 
the owners of diseased pigs in Cornwall and Devon that 
such a considerable time was allowed to elapse before a 
district was declared infected. On an average four days 
were spent before a place was declared within the in- 
fected area, and during that time many of the pigs died. 
In respect to these animals, the owners were —under 
the present orders of the Board of Agriculture—debarred 
from receiving compensation. He advocated the grant- 
ing of fuller powers to local veterinary inspectors, and 
expressed the opinion that this would be of great ad- 
vantage in the cae carrying out of the Act. 

Numerous delegates supported these suggestions ; and, 
in reply, Mr. Gardner promised that the resolutions 
should have ample consideration.—W. Briton Advertiser. 


emphasised the great hardship it was to. 
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SWINE FEVER. 


To THe Epiror or tue “ BRIDGWATER MERcUrRY.” 


Sir,—It is not surprising that crowded pigs fed on un. 
mixed or nearly unmixed food should suffer fatal diseases, 
because unvaried food, not representing the several 
different structures of the compound animal tissues, 
much of the organization must be oppressed and con- 
tinnally in a condition to take on active disease when an 
incident excites it. Popularly the excitant is attributed 
to microbes, to which I will subsequently refer, but, 
whatever the influence of microbes, there are other chief 
causes of epizootics and epidemics, and those causes, 
whether aerial or geologic, are as yet too subtle for 
demonstration by even the most sensitive of artificial 
instruments ; they are, however, sensitive to some con- 
ditions of the animal organization. A man having an 
old scar, fracture, or corn can foretell with a positiveness 
justified by the event that an atmospheric change is 
pending. The indications to him are painful twinges in 
the injured parts, and they leave him in no doubt. Are 
those painful warnings due to microbes or do they result 
from a subtly altered play of the vital condition? From 
time to time swine fever vccurs in conditions likely to 
induce it and undoubtedly is infectious throughout “a 
Black-hole ” of piggery, but whether the present view of 
infection with its verdict of sweeping slaughter is justi- 
fied may without difficulty be tested. Take a healthy 
“* macing pig,” place it during three or four hours in an 
enclosed pen with an average crowd of the infected, then 
again let it be adrift with other macing-pigs, I am con- 
vinced infection would not result. As to supposed 
microbes, always at hand for explanation: do they live 
and breed in the atmosphere at ail its temperatures ? 
Why, with their wonderfully attributed fertility, is not 
the air too full of them for other life? That microbes 
of various kinds should be found in diseased and there- 
fore changed or changing tissues is not strange, but is it 
not more reasonable to suppose that changing cr devital- 


-ized structures yield particles which combine into a low 


form of vital congruity, than that extern microbes 
should introduce the evil? If microbes be not resultant 


. rather than causative, how is the following pathological 


fact to be accounted for? in relapsing fever, which 
stands in the group of agues, though widely differing 
from those which are common, the paroxysm recurs at 
from five to seven days, or even at longer intervals. 
During those intervals the patient is free from any 
evidence of diseases. On examination of the blood in 
the periods of convalescence no microbe is discoverable, 
but on relapse it comes again into presence. Can we do 
otherwise than view this microbe as resulting in the 
febrile paroxysm, and not as its cause? A multitude 
of examples showing microbes to be resultant, not causa- 
tive, would be stated if I had now leisure.—Yours truly, 
Geo, CoRDWENT. 


Milverton, 13th June. 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, ENGLAND. | 


ABORTION IN CATTLE. 


At a meeting of the Council of the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, Sir John Thorold presented a 
detailed report by a special committee, which had held 
four meetings. In tho course of their sittings the com- 
mittee had examined ten witnesses, including stock- 
owners whose herds had suffered from abortion, and 
veterinary surgeons who had had experience in dealing 
with the disease. So far as the inquiry had extended, 
the committee believed that they were justified in mak- 
ing the following recommendations :— 


I. For practical purposes, and with a view to the 
adoption of the necessary precautious, the disease should 
be deemed to be contagious. 

II. For the purposes of prevention, strict sanitary 
precautions, including habitual cleansing and disinfection 
of places where breeding cows are kept, should be insis- 
ted on, and particular attention should be paid to the 
character of the food and the water with which the 
animals are supplied. 

III. The treatment, by the aid of antiseptics, of cows 
which have aborted is certainly to be recommended, and 
the evidence which has been already furnished in favour 
of the use of a solution of bi-chloride of mercury, as des- 
cribed in the leaflet (already issued), appears to the 
committee to justify the advocacy of its general employ- 
ment in every case where the disease presents itself in a 
herd. It may be advisable to state that, in view of its 
poisonous nature, it is necessary to guard against any 
injurious consequences arising to pigs or poultry from 
the careless disposal of the sweepings from the sheds in 
which this disinfectant hus been used. 

IV. On the question of experiments for the purpose of 
proving whether or not the disease is of a contagious 
character, the committee do not feel justified in advising 
the society to expend a large sum of money in this 
direction. At the same time, it is impossible not to 
realise that a decision on this point is a matter of very 
considerable importance; and the committee recom- 
mend that au additional sum of £200 be placed at the 
dispvsal of the Veterinary Committee for the purpose of 
further scientific investigations into the causes of abor- 
tion in cattle. 

Sir John Thorold gave notice that at the next meeting 
of the council he would move that a grant of £200 be 
placed at the disposal of the Veterinary Committee for 
carrying out a further investigation into this subject, 


ALLEGED BREACH OF WARRANTY, 


At the Birmingham County Court, (before His Honour 
Judge Chalmers) an action was brought by John 
Hughes, metal merchant, Chester Road, Erdington, 
against H. Rudder, timber merchant, Boldmere Road, 
Erdington, to recover £45 damages for breach of 
warranty of a horse. The case was tried by a jury. 
Mr. Vachell (instructed by Mr. O’Connor) appeared for 
the plaintiff, and Mr. H. Young (instructed by Messrs. 
Smith, Pinsent, and Co.) for the defendant. 

The case for the plaintiff was that in September last 
the defendant advertised a horse for sale for sixty 
guineas, the advertisement stating that the horse was 
quiet and sound. Plaintiff communicated with the 
defendant, and asked to be allowed to have the horse on 
trial. Defendant refused, but said he would drive the 
plaintiff if he liked, an! added that the price was sixty 
guineas, but he would take £60 for the horse as it stood. 
Plaintiff was driven about five miles, and liked the horse. 
On the 30th!September he saw the defendant, and asked 
if there was anything the matter with the horse, as he 
wanted it for his mother, who was a nervous lady. 
Defendant replied “The horse is thoroughly reliable in 
every respect, and such horse as would suit you. 
Plaintiff then paid the defendant £60, aud the horse was 
delivered to him on the following day. Plaintiff drove 
to town on the Monday, and on going down Gravelly 
Hill the coachman had some difficulty in keeping the 
horse on its legs. On the Tuesday the same thing 
occurred, and on the 3rd Uctober plaintiff wrote to the 
defendant complaining that the horse was lame, and say - 
ing it was hardly fair for the defendant to sell him the 
horse in the circumstances. Defendant replied that in 
his opinion the horse was periectly sound ; but plaintiff 
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had plenty of opportunities of seeing the animal before 
he honght it, and he had vo right to complain of un. 
soundness. Plaintiff consulted Mr. Tailby and Mr. 
Parker, veterinary surgeons, and the horse was subse- 
quently sold at Cave’s for £16 16s. After deducting 
expeuses plaintift’s net loss was £44 11s. 6d. 

Plaintiff gave evidence in support of his claim, and in 
¢ross-examination said he took the word “sound” in the 
advertisement to be a warranty. In his conversation 
with the defendant, the latter did not use the word 
“warranty” or “guarantee’’; but when he said the 
horse was thoroughly reliable in every respect he accep- 
ted that as a guarantee. Mr. Tailby and Mr. Parker, 
spoke to the lameness of the horse. 

F. r the defence, Mr. Rudder said he bought the horse 
in June, 1893, fur £40, from Mr. Vaughan, Dartmou:h 
Street, and between June and September he used the 
horse regularly. It took him to town almost every day, 
and was also driven by his wife and children. The 
reason he wished to sell the horse was because it was. a 
heavy animal, fit only for a brougham, and he desired to 
drive a lighter horse in a two-wheeled vehicle. The 
horse never showed the slightest sign of lameness while 
in his possession. He did not warrant the animal, nor 
guarantee it. J’laiutiff said he wanted a horse that was 
quiet for his mother, aud defendant told him he con- 
sidered the horse would suit him in every way. In 
fact, he did not think the plaintiff could have a better 
horse. He considered it improved in value to the extent 
of £20 while it was in his possession. 

In Cross-examination, defendant said he put the word 
“sound” in the advertisement because he believed the 
horse was sound, but he gave no warrauty.—Mr. 
Vaughan, Dartmouth Street, said that when he sold the 
horse to the defendant it was passed as sound by a 
veterinary surgeon. He did not, however, give a 
warranty.—Mr. Gibson, veterinary surgeon, and his 
assistant said they had examined the horse many times, 
and bad never found it lame. They considered the 
animal a very good one.—The jury found that the ad- 
vertisement was an actual warranty, and gave a verdict 
for the plaintiff for the amount claimed. 


AN AMENDED ACT. 


The Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act, introduced 
by Mr. Herbert Gardner at the close of Monday’s sitting, 
makes a number of amendments, the necessity of which 
has been demonstrated by experience, in the Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Asts, 1878 to 1893. It is proposed 
to empower the Board of Agriculture, by general order, 
to supplement or vary the procedure as to infected places 
and areas in the case of cattle plague, pleuro- pneumonia, 
and foot-and-mouth disease, which the Act of 1878 lays 
down in minute detail, while giving the Buard a free 
hand as to such procedure in the case of all other 
diseases. At the same time, the sections uf the Act of 
1878 relating to those infected places and areas will 
remain unrepealed as a general indication of what an 
infected place or area should be. The Bill gives the 
Board general power to create any kind of district, zone, 
or space for the purpose of regulating movement and the 
holding of markets. It further enables the Board to 
exercise in any place where disease exists certain powers 
which are now limited to infected places and areas, to 
reyuire disinfection of the clothes of butcher and drovers, 
&c., engaged in the cattle trade, to seize and destroy 
carcasses of diseased animals., and to prescribe medical 
treatment of diseased animals. The powers of entry, 
now possessed by an inspector of the Board, for the 
purpose of ascertaining whether pleuro-pneumonia, foot- 
and-mouth disease, or swine fever exists are extended to 


cattle plague and all other diseases. As will be seen, 
these are amendments in the ony the Acts 
and it is proposed, if they are approved of, to incor- 
porate the Consolidation Bill.—The Times. 


When does a Heifer become a Cow. 


At a meeting of the committee of an agricultural 
society in Australia, the above question arose, and we 
have the following notes of the discussion which 

“ Our agricultural society is offering prizes for heifers 
two years old, the date of birth not to go back further 
than the first of July. An exhibitor has an animal that 
will calve before the day of our show, and as it fulfils the 
conditions of age, he is anxious to know if it can be 
show as a heifer. When this question was proposed, 
many of our committeemen, practical farmers, too, 
seemed a little puzzled. The programme said the heifer 
must be born since Ist July, 1890, and as the animal re- 
ferred to coniplied with this limit it should be allowed to 
enter the pen. “But heifers don’t have calves,” was a 
practical observation. That being so, she must be con- 
sidered a cow, and the matter seemed to be on the way 
of settlement until a thoughtful member intensified the 
difficulty by another question—“ Suppose a heifer is in 
calf, would you call her a cow?” and a pause followed. 
Our secretary affirmed positively he knew of an instance 
where a heifer, twelve months old, had a calf, and after a 
statement of this kind a majority of the members agreed 
that the conditions of age mentioned in the programme 
should be athered to, without any regard to gestation 
or progeny. By so doing a host of difficulties would be 
avoided, and possibly dissatisfaction averted. A note 
was made of this decision for future guidance, but the 
answer was not decided, “ when does a heifer become a 
cow?’ A number of farmers answered, “the moment 
she calves, or proves in calf,’ which is probably a currect 
one, but the latter part of the answer would possibly 
cause some trouble in the face of a protest unless time 
was allowed to solve the difticulty.’’-—Cape Agricultural 


Journal. 


The Elephant and the Dentist. 

At Paris Zoo an elephant, which had been the 
jolliest’ Jumbo of th: troupe, had for some weeks turned 
sombre and melancholy. His trunk and tail, otherwise 
in perpetual cheerful motion, swayed to and fro no more, 
and he lay for hours rubbing his jaws on the ground. 
“ He’s got the touthache,” at last declared a keeper. 
dentist was called, and it appeared that the root of one 
of his teeth was decayed. [f the tooth was to be saved, 
it must be “stopped,” and stopped it has been, although 
the dauntiess dentist ran, at first, the danger of being 
crushed and trampled to death by the ay ap But at 
the successful conclusion of this piece of dentistry the 
patient realized what should be his proper attitude 
towards his benefactor, and met him open-mouthed 
whenever he approached the elephant-house. 


Horses poisoned by ‘‘ Dog’s Mercury.” 


Mr. Fairthorn, a farmer at Aldworth, near pe 
sustained a severe loss by the poisoning of five valuable 
horses. It appears that they had been eating some her- 
bage that had been cut from a hedgerow, and it was 
ascertained that amongst it was a poisonous weed known 
as “dog’s mercury.” The services of Mr. How 
veterinary surgeon, of Newbury, were called in, and 
possible means were used to save the animals, but with- 


out success. 
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Personal. 
APPOINTMENTs. 


Mr. F. R. Incersott, M.R.C.V.S.. of Lewish 
been appointed Inspector of all stock exported teen’ ce 
Port of London, under the Government of Western 
Australia, and in addition to this to Governments of 
New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia Queens. 
land, Tasmania and New Zealand. : 


Mr. Eowin Warez, M.RC.V.S. Ata meeting of the 
Executive Committee of the County Council held at 
Bridgwater on the 20th inst., Mr. Edwin Ware, 


NEW IMPROVED TRACHEOTOMY TUBE 
(PATENTED.) 


Tracheotomy tubes hitherto constructed have been 
found difficult to insert, and insecure when intro- 
duced. This tracheotomy tube is a modification of 
Fields and Jones’, but possessing several important 


advantages. 


1st. A sliding arrangement whereby the two halves 
must necessarily be held securely together. 

2nd. Only one shield is required which consider- 
ably reduces the weight. 

3rd. By rounding or flanging the lips of the tube 
prevents the possibility of irritating the trachea. 


M.R.C.V.S., of this town, was appoi 

V.S. t inted 
consulting -eterinary inspectors the at 
Somerset, iu the place of Mr. Thos. D. Broad, resigned. 


Mr. Rosertson, M.R.C.V.S i 
of the Council of the British Institute ny Ata 
Medicine held on June 25th, Mr. William Robertson 
M.R.C. V.S. was unanimously appointed Assistant in the 
Bacteriological Department. Mr. Robertson who is 22 
years of aye and the son of the late Principal Robertson 
a are et College, has had a very success- 

udent’s career an i i i i 
pray gained high honours in all his 


5th. It is constructed of a metal which does not 
corrode or oxydize, and is the same throughout. 
This tracheotomy tube is made and patented by 
Messrs. Arnold and Sons, of West Smithfield, Lon- 
don, and we append copy of letter received from Mr, 
Meredith who has thoroughly tested this form of tube 
in use, 

Hulme Barracks, 
Manchester. 
Dear Sirs, 

Iam much pleased with your new tracheotomy 
tube. Its simple construction allows it to be easily 
introduced, keeps well in position, and besides does 
not cause so much pain in a fresh operated wound. 
I think you have made quite a first-class instrument, 


‘and one I should certainly purchase for myself. I 


4th. The fastening arrangement is very simple | would suggest your bringing it before the notice of 


and secure and would be impossible to become un- | 


fastened of itself. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND; PROFESSIONAL 
ETIQUETTE. * 


The correspondence in your paper on the above sub- 
ject appears to me to treat of veterinary professional 
etiquette from an entirely new point of view. We have 
had for mauy years a large amount of energy directed 
towards the improvement of our professional status, 


and the promotion of a better understanding amongst. 


ourselves by the suppression of advertising, touting for 
custom, and other practices whichj,savour,more of the 


the profession.—Yours truly, 
J. A. Merepirn. 


cad and quack, than of the man of education and pro- 
fessional attainments. Now comes a demand of an 
entirely uew character, that the Council should be 
petitioned to suppress the exhibition by the practitioner 
of the professional culture, which, if not gifted above the 
average of his fellows, he has obtained with no small 
difficulty, and by the exercise of which he is endeavour- 
ing to maintain himself in a decent social position. 

[It seems to me that it would have been much harder 
on the profession, if on the institution of lectures on 
Technical education by County Councils it had been ex- 
cluded from a share in the education of the general 
public, to which the status veterinary science has now 
attained distinctly eutitles it. Most County Councils 
in institutiug these lectures offer the appointment of 
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lecturer to a gentleman practising in the district in 
which they are to be delivered, and anyone unwilling to 
undertake the duties cannot complain of the appoint- 
ment going elsewhere; but as the lectures are principally 


for the benefit of the agricultural population, it is better 


for them to be given by country practitioners who have 
the best knowledge of the subjects treated on, and who, 
at the same time gain an opportunity of profitably rub- 

ing up that scientific knowledge which is so apt to rust 
in the dull routine of general practice. As one of those 
who have undertaken the delivery of the criticised 
lectures, I am of opinion that our conduct in so doing, 
stands in need of no apology either to the Council or the 

rofession generally. So far from injuring the pecuniary 
interests of veterinary surgeons, it is more likely to result 
in their benefit from the increased respect in which the 

ublic will hold the profession of men who are endeavour- 
ing to serve the best interests of the community, in con- 
tradistinction to the old idea of a veterinary surgeon as a 
man of small general intelligence, whose main object in 
life was to run down his fellow practitioners, and to vaunt 
the superiority of his cough balls and colic drinks to 
those of his rivals. 

The syllabus published in your issue of the 16th is one 
to which I think little exception can be taken, and I fail 
to see in what degree the delivery of the course can 
lessen the need for the services of the veterinary sur- 

eon. Most of the subjects treated are those on which 
it is desirable that the public should be enlightened, and 
it cannot fail to add to the prestige of our profession, if 
their education is undertaken by its members, who not- 
withstanding considerable progress, have yet much head- 
way to make before they reach that position in the 
public esteem, which it is their object to attain. 


Market Deeping, Joun A. Rosinson. 
June 25th, 1894. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS, RECEIVED :— 
Mr. J. A. Robiuson, The American Veterinary Review, 
The Veterinary Magazine (Philadelphia) Wigton Advertiser 


Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 


Will Secretaries please notify alterations for this list. 


Bompay V.M.A. 

Pres: Capt. Jas. Mills, m.R.c.v.s. 

Vice-Pres: Messrs. N. D. Dhakmarwalla, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
V. E. Vakharia, Esq., G. Haji, Esq. 
N. Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 

Sec: 8. K. Nariman, Esq., M.v., B. sc., L.Vv.se. 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 


Pres: Mr. J. Pears, M.n.c.v.s., Penrith 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Armstrong, ¥.8.c.v.s., Penrith, Cumberland 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October. 

Caucutrts V,M.A. 

Pres: Mr. Greenhill, M.R.c.v.s. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah. 
Centra, V.M.A. 

Pres Mr A. Prudames, m.2.c.v.s., Berkhamstead. 


Hon. Sec: Mr. F. C. Mahon, m.8.c.v.s., 
93 Huddlestone-rd. Tufnell Park, N. 


Meetings, ¥irsi Thursday in each month, except August 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 
Eastern Counties V.M.A. 

Pres: Mr. T. E. Auger, .R.c.v.s., Wymondham 

Hon. Sec.: Mr. W.-Shipley, Jur., Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July. 

Vet. Mep. Assn. or [RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. T. D. Lambert, rF.z.c.v.s. Store Street, Dublin. 


Hon. Sec Mr. J. McKenny, M.8.c.v.8., 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin. 


j 


LancasHtre V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Gartside Mayor, r.x.c.v.s., Kirkham. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry D. Chorlten, m.n.c.v.s., 
974 Oxford Street, Manchester. 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LinconnsHirE V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. J. Goodall, m.n.c.v,s., Melton Mowbray. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. A. Robiuson, m.R.c.v.s., Market Deeping. 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October. 


Mipuanp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. H. Olver, F.n.c.v.s., Tamworth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, M.R.c.v.s., 
Camden House, High St., West Bromwich 
Meetings, Second Friday in Feb., May. 
Second Tuesday in August, November’ 


Ver. AssocraTion. 

Pres: Mr. William Hunting, r.n.c.v.s., London 
Sec: Mr. John Malcolm, F.x.c.v.s., Birmingham 
Treas : Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.B.c.v.s., London. 
Chairman of Prov. Com: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, u.n.c.v.s., 

Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Sec. of Prov. Com: Prof. Hobday, 

Royal Vet. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 


NationaL VETERINARY Benevotent & Morvan 
DeErence Sociery. 
Pres: Mr. Peter Taylor, F.x.c.v.s., Manchester 
Treas: Mr. Thomas Greaves, F.R.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.n.0.v.s., 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


‘Norra or Enevanp V.M.A 
Pres: Mr. W. A. Hancock, .r.c.v.s., 
Forest Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
Hon. Sec: Mr. F. T. Finney, m.n.c.v.s, Newcastle. 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


Royau Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. P. S. Walker, F.n.c.v.s., Oxford. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. J. Sutcliffe Hurndall, m.n.c.v.s., 
Sussex Villas, Cornwall Gardens, South Kensington. 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royat Scorrisn V.S. 
Pres: Mr. Reid, c.v.s , Auchtermuchty. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.x.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


VETERINARY M.A. 
Pres: Prof. M’Fadyean. 
Hon Sec: Prof. Hobday. Assist. H.S. Mr. R. Over. 


Scottish Merroponitan V.M.S§. 
Pres: Prof. W. O. Williams, r.n.c.v.s., New Vet. Coll., Edin. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.n.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro’ 


Sours DurHam anp Norta YorksuHirE V.M.A. 

Pres.: Mr. J. G. Deans, m.x.c.v.s., Bishop Auckland. 

Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.n.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHERN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. T. B. Goodall, ¥.n.c.v.s, Christchurch, Hants 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.z.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants. 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


SourH anp V.M.A, 
Pres: Mr. James Dow, m.z.c.v.s., Swansea 
Hon Sec. Mr. A. C. Stewart, m.z.c.v.s., Cardiff. 
Meetings, First Thursday in March, and Autumn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Harvey Bloye, m.n.c.v.s., Plymouth 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. B. Nelder, ¥.n.c.v.s., Paul Street, Exeter 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March and September. 


WEST oF V.M.A. 
: Mr. D. Allan, .n.c.v.s., Clarkston-by-Busby, Glasgow 
Hon. Sec : Mr. W. Anderson, F.B.c.v.8., J : 
397 Parliamentary Road, Glasgow 
YorxsoirE V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. A. W. Mason. F.R.c.v.s., North Street, Leeds, 
Hon. Sec; Mr.W. F. Greenhalgh, m.z.c.v.s., 
110 North Street, Leeds. 


Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, July, and October. 
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